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The Letter of James: 
Transformed by Christ

Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming 
of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit 
of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that 
you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at 
the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers 
and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord. 

Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. 
You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful.

But above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear, either 
by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your 
“yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall 
under condemnation.

James 5:7–12

1. Honesty (v.12)
•Not all oaths are prohibited (Rom. 1:9; 1 Thes 5:27; 
Luke 1:73; Acts 2:30)
• The point: Don’t use oaths to cover up deception 
(Matthew 5:33-37; 23:16-22)
•Applications: Our words should reflect the truth. 
Our actions should align with our words.

James 5:7-12
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1. Honesty (v.12)
2. Forbearance (v.9)

• Forbearance: Patience with difficult people and 
circumstances, specifically by avoiding complaining 
and speaking words of compassion.
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1. Honesty (v.12)
2. Forbearance (v.9)
3. Compassion (v.11)

•God is full of compassion.
• Those who know how much compassion they 
receive, should also show this compassion.
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